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cured. ' Ach no/ he would say mournfully, ' I must just be
content to try to get to Lochaber instead some day, and get
the highiche (healer) there to cure me.' The said leighiche
is the seventh son of a seventh son, and as is well known, such
people are credited with being able to cure not only king's evil,
but many other specific diseases." x The belief that kings
had the power to heal scrofula by their touch has been by no
means confined to our English monarchs. It was claimed
and exercised by French kings from Philip I in the eleventh
century down to Louis XVI in the eighteenth. The
miraculous gift was exercised for example by Louis VI, who
reigned from 1108 to 1137. The sick flocked to him in crowds
to be touched, and the king himself performed the ceremony
with full confidence in its healing virtue.2 In 1494 Charles
VIII of France touched for the king's evil at Naples.3
1  S. Macdonald, " Old World Sur-     ments, is the fullest account of the
vivals in Ross-shire." in Folk-Lore,     subject.   A less full account is that of
xiv. (1904) p. 372.                                   Dr. Raymond Crawfurd, The fang's
2  M.   Bloch,   Les   Rois   Thauma-     Evil (Oxford, 1911).
turges (Strasburg, 1924), pp. 31, 401. 8 W. Roscoe, The Life of Leo the
This book, based on historical docu- Tenth (London, 1846), i. 120.